
Parliament of Place

What: How knows best what is good for a neighbourhood? The people that 
live there! The Parliament of Place (PoP) is a method for public participation 
that aims to give people the opportunity to influence public space. It goes 
back to one of the principles of philosopher Hannah Arendt: 
“no one could be called either happy or free without participating, and having 
a share in public power”. 
However, the result of public participation is often a compromise: only the best 
parts are selected by civil servants, leaving no-one completely satisfied. The 
core of the PoP method is that when you can take part in the public arena, 
you can better formulate your opinion and learn the reasoning of your peers. 
Together you can reach consensus - a common perspective that is agreed 
upon by all participants.

Why: There are four key conditions that further define the PoP. First, the 
topic discussed in a Parliament of Place session is a specific public space. 
This space should be able to adapt over time to the changing needs of the 
community, allowing for permanent temporality. Second, the PoP has to be 
as inclusive as possible, not only inviting those who are active usually but also 
those who are not often heard. Third, the perspective on the public space 
should be co-created: a process in which ideas are collaboratively created 
and decided upon. And finally, the PoP should allow for citizen control: it should 
not just be used to generate ideas, there should also be means available to 
implement the decisions made. 

How + Where:  
A PoP session consists of three phases: exploration, imagination and the 
assembly. The goal of the exploration phase is to get people acquainted with 
the idea that a place influences their behaviour, but also that their action 
can influence place. Here, the citizens are introduced to the Freespace. The 
imagination phase triggers citizens to actively think about this space and 
imagine as if they can use it freely and think about its multifunctionality. 
What do they like to see on this Freespace? Lastly, a general assembly will 
be held. This is the phase whereby each individual shares their vision or idea 
concerning the Freespace. Collectively they need to determine the values, 
rules and potential functions of this space to reach consensus. The beauty of 
the Parliament of Place is that it can take place anywhere as long as there is a 
place to come together -whether online or offline- and co-create.  

Who: The DemoS living lab 
is a inter-and transdisciplinary 
team comprising of students 
from the MSc MADE (Wageningen 
University & Research + TU Delft), 
researchers from AMS Institute, 
community based organisation 
“Hallo Strandeiland”, and the 
Municipality of Amsterdam’s CTO 
office and department of  spatial 
planning. The DemoS living lab is 
engaged with the exploration of 
new and innovative democratic 
practices in spatial planning. 
Knoweldge generated from the 
DemoS living lab will be shared 
with stakeholders and citizens 
with the goal of encouraging 
research and innovation in the 
fields of spatial planning and 
participation. 
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